Students’ Association 
Film and Television Institute of India, 
§ Law College Road, 
Pune: 411004 


Pune 
12-07-2015 


PRESS RELEASE 


Today is the 31 Day of our strike. 


Through media reports, the students received the update that the government has postponed 
the interview to select the new Director of Film and Television Institute (FTII). The 
interviews for the post of Director were to be taken place on Monday 13/7/2015 by a panel 
which included Mr. Gajendra Chauhan, the recently appointed chairman of FTII. 


The students see this as a positive initiative from the Ministry’s end towards continuing their 
efforts to resolve the current crises. We are hopeful that the government continues to keep the 
current FTII Society in an inactive state till a resolution is achieved for our fair demands, The 
students on their end have already requested for another dialogue with the Ministry to address 
their concerns. We are hopeful that we would get a fair and empathic hearing. 


At Mumbai, Tata Institute of Social Work organized a ‘Panel discussion’ on the Topic: 
Politics and Higher Education. The Panelists included Mr. Anand Pathwardhan 
(Documentary Filmmaker), Mr. Ram Puniyani (Former Prof. Biomedical Engineering, IIT 
Mumbai), the Students of FTI and FTIL Alumnus. The panel was chaired by Mr. Mr. 
Suryakant Waghmare (Dean, Centre of Social Justice and Governance). The discussion 
expands the FTII debate as being indicative of many worrying trends in the country 
especially questioning the kind of vision, ethos and level of seriousness the ruling 
government has towards higher education in our nation and towards the politicization of 
education as well. 


At Pune, 

In a show of Solidarity; RINGAN Theatre Group performed a street play at the FTI Main 
Gate. Exploring the themes of superstition versus Rational thought and Expression, the group 
performed, causing crowds to gather to understand the cause. 


Well known actor, Mr. Anupam Shyam visited the FTII Campus in solidarity with the 
students. He then went on to interact with the students as well. 


Solidarity & continual support from the film fraternity, artists, academicians, student 
organizations as well as from several experienced voices from the society continue to pour in 
as the students continue to channelize their protests in a creative manner. 


Students’ Association, FTII 


YouTube- ftiistudentsbody@gmail.com, 


